
Trinity 15 

My dear Friends,  

Like many of us I am a slave to my diary and have to keep a clear eye on what is coming up. At the time of 
writing I look forward to the weekend 19/20 September. My diary informs me that it is the annual Heritage 
Weekend when we join with countless buildings throughout the nation in the Open Doors project. At St 
Margaret's this is usually a very busy and special time. I am always impressed by the hundreds of visitors who 
come over the two days. Some, especially the youngsters, cannot wait to climb the tower, others are 
researching their ancestry, many delight in the delicious afternoon teas and people from all over are 
fascinated by the informative and interesting historical guided tours. These are led by Jean Rose and Diane 
Walker. You will not be surprised to read that sadly none of this can take place this year.  

I have enjoyed over the last 15 years listening to our experts and learning new things about the Church. One 
feature, shared with Llandaff and other great medieval cathedrals are two very particular carved heads over 
the chancel. One is blindfolded and gagged the other, opposite a beautiful face looking outwards and up. 
They represent the Synagogue and the Church. The first symbolic of the old Jewish faith, blind and deaf to 
the revelation of God in the person of Jesus Christ while the other symbolises the hope and joy of Christianity. 
(I am indebted to Diane Walker's guide book for this). Of course, such representations would not be made 
today and would be insulting and offensive to our Jewish friends. However today they have an unexpected 
resonance for us.  

We are used to coming into our church buildings and recognising old friends and delighting in the prospect 
of new faces and welcoming others into the community of Faith. Now however in these times we are to wear 
face coverings for all our attendance at worship under the current guidance. We are not fortunately to be 
blind folded! Some I know will find this difficult and uncomfortable, others will have medical exemption. We 
can remove them briefly to receive communion in the one kind, the host, the consecrated body of Christ, if 
we so desire. This is part of the regulations we are all under.  

Many have come to church in the early part of the Summer for private prayer, over the last month or so we 
have had public worship. If you wish to attend St Margaret's at 9.30am or St Edward's at 11am on Sundays 
for our communion services, please can you let me know in advance every time by phone 07794157604 or 
text or email. Also on every occasion please bring a piece of paper with your name and contact details to be 
kept for 21 days in case of the need to follow track and trace procedures. The hand sanitizer provided is to 
be used on entrance and exit to the churches, a one-way system is to be followed and two metre distancing 
must be observed in the building. We have had good attendances at our services with longstanding and new 
members coming, 47 in St Margaret's last Sunday. We have not yet had to turn anyone away!  

All of this might seem too much and more like traditions of old which gag and blindfold people as in the 
carving. Nevertheless they are necessary precautions to keep us and our loved ones safe. One thing I have 
noticed in taking services in Roath, Llanishen and Grangetown over the last six weeks is that 'hope and joy of 
Christianity' is very much alive and well. We may not be able to celebrate our heritage weekend in the usual 
fashion or mark our Harvest Thanksgivings with the same exuberance as normal but we can recall the 
resilience of past generations who saw far worse suffering and privation and kept the flame of Faith alive and 
handed it onto us. I know that we too will thank God for his generous love towards us and do whatever we 
can to share that with others.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


